COMMUNICATION
CONSIDERATIONS A-Z

The Deaf Child’s Bill of Rights

1. What is a Deaf Child’s Bill of Rights?

The Deaf Child’s Bill of Rights is specific state law that recognizes the
unique communication and language needs of deaf and hard of hearing
children. The first state to enact a DCBR was South Dakota, but many
more have followed, including Colorado, New Mexico, California, and
Georgia. While the DCBR is an important first step in having the state
formally acknowledge the unique needs of our children, it does not auto-
matically resolve all problems and immediately change program options.
The DCBR does, however, recognize the important needs of our children
and should be used in IEPs (Individual Education Programs) and other
discussions with school districts. In some cases they have been used suc-
cessfully in due process hearings.

2. What are the issues at the forefront of the Deaf Child’s
Bill of Rights?

Recognizing, particularly in light of the requirements under the IDEA
(the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) which are not always
deaf-friendly, that the unique language and communication needs of deaf
and hard of hearing children must be formal parts of the IEP process,
indeed the entire educational system. IEP discussions often begin and
conclude without a meaningful discussion of the “special considerations”
for a student who is deaf or hard of hearing as mandated by the IDEA.
The DCBR is a mechanism to compel that conversation.
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3. What should every parent and professional know about a Deaf Child’s Bill of
Rights?

The spirit of the DCBR is validated by the IDEA’s “special considerations for students who are deaf or
hard of hearing” and other federal laws including the No Child Left Behind Act. This doesn’t make

it a redundant law, but a way for its conceptual values to be made actionable at the local level. Parents
should read the law in detail and know that a DCBR is designed to represent formal recognition in state
statute of important needs that will be unique to their child. They should expect to see those needs
discussed and accommodations implemented at school to assure the child’s right to receive communica-
tion and express him/herself in the mode of communication and language s/he uses. Parents should not
be naive in thinking that the DCBR can simply be referred to in order to secure everything they want
for their children. It can be a powerful tool for advocacy, but it doesn’t replace the need for effective
advocacy.

4. Where can you go to get more info on the Deaf Child’s Bill of Rights?
e  www.NDEPNOW.org is a clearinghouse of info on deaf ed reform

e . http://www.handsandvoices.org/articles/education/law/dcbr_revisited.html

e . contact your local education agency or state department of education
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Commaunication Considerations A to Z™is a series from Hands & Voices that's designed to help families and the profes-
sionals working with them access information and further resources to assist them in raising and educating children
who are deaf or hard of hearing. We've recruited some of the best in the business to share their insights on the many
diverse considerations that play into communication modes & methods, and so many other variables that are part of

informed decision making. We hope you find the time to read them all!
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